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The Genoral Secrotary called the conforencs to ordor at, 11 a.m. 


Chairman | -~'N, Yaters 
Vice-Chairman - s Snellprove. 
Telicrs - Turner, Hopwood, Clare and Breakey. 


REPORT 0? THE 4¢TH ECSCUTLVE COMMITTEE 
(5, BRANCHES AND MEMBERSHIP 
Items (a. (b) (c) snd (d) - No action 
(4, PROPAGARD. 


(.) Full-tino provinci.l propagandist /orzaniser ete. 


RSLUTI YE (.. - Blooasbury Branch "That in view of our relatively we. k 
inchein] ‘porition, this conference instructs the #.c. not to procoed 
durin, 1.4¢ with filling tho vacancies of Provincial Propagandist/ 
Organieor .nd Propagandist/Organiser, but that the position be reviewed in 
1s4. and roportud 16 the 4*th annul Conference”. 


“ nehester delegute said that the rusolution closed the door for at least 
a your, ond they thought th:t every effort should be made to gct a paid 
propa;andist as quickly as pocsi»le. $§..1,London said that ws cannot 
aflord an organiser and if conditions permitted it is prasumed that tho 
S.C, would takes the mattor up a,; in. » previous paid organisur said 
that the idoa of provinci.l orgestaation nud een in the minds of mom>ora 
for a long time. As « rosult of hig cxporionse tig had como to tho aan 
clusion that it would bo nocossury to ov ili thy vrovinces througn 
tho Tradu Unions, Momrborgs in particular indaustrivsz should writo up 
thoir strug lus in tho Socialist Stand rd, end_by %). ce soene wo should 
quickly pormcuto the Uniona with our ido-s. Tt ir noseiblo to koop a 
mombor on tho rozd with littlo oxponao, boo-usc if ths shove mothod ware 
usad wc should find largo numbers of workors ro.dy for our mugsn, . Tet 
would take timo beforo wo got substanticl rosults. ‘ombora iv tha provinans 
folt isolated ond w. should do wh.t wo can for thom, 

Tho Rosclution ws carrivd 58-17. 


RESOLUTION - Millon and Billings (Paddington, "That this conforsnco considera 
thet the Provincial Propagandiat/Crganiaer vontura was not worth whilc 
and that it wea i1l advisod and bed y carriad out". 
Paddington oponed by saying that the confcroneo had just turnod down a 
proporal on the grounds cf fin nec, >sut thias wea not necessarily the only 
Yroason. Part of tho perty's financial postton ia probasty duo to tho 
fact that . lergo vert of porty financo had bocn spont on the vonturs which 
wo should have knovm ot ths beginning was not going to »o succoseful. n 
any ovent we cannot now gct anyono to do tho jo . We should not have ataked 
so much on the projoct. Tho party had 5ocn too optimistic, and had. 
surpounded the porition with loo many restrictions aa to the cualifications 
roquircd of the orgunisacr, Losa ambition on our part would havo >rought 
rroater succoss. West H.m arked if tho resolution consured the EC. or 
no momsur who had donc the job, Mnothor Paddington dulogats claimed 
that tho project wis promaturo und the provincca were not yct rasdy for 
full-time momvorr, 8.4 London aiad thut we have to loarn to walk soforo 
wo run and our roal task is the oducetion of party moxbers, 4t this 
stuge tho Genoral Sceret. ry roud to the confcronco a sorica of reports 
that had boon made to tho purty over the past fuw ycurs dealing with tha 
achomo_of full-time mowbora, an H.C, mowber suid that conforgnes had boon 
ut foult in tho firrat instance in insisting on an orgsniacr ond not just a 
ropag.ndist. |. Over 1,000 of party money had boon wastod. Tho party 
ovever, cannot grow without paid or unp..1d full-timo workcwa. th mist 
bo Trumowberod that no-ona ¢.n work full time in the provincas. Ho oan 
only spect five or six timos o wook and mombors in provincial >r.anchcs 
cannct givo paagnaee support. Lot us concontrate on propaganddats - 
we nood a lot of thom. Bloomsbury chought that whitovcr propaganda had 
beon carriod out woe worth while, and tho provincial branches on the spot 
had said so. The confcerones which hud inatituted tho achowe had not boon 
ovor optimistic, the mittor h d beon discussed ut longth, and the monoy 
fer the scnono hed heen Ppa" | sapoci:ily donetod by mombary and synpath- 
iaore. Tho resolution curricd o.rlier hed not byusn an attompt to got round 
and yot rid of tha schowe - it wos purcly a quostion of moncy, Wien wa 
heve_tho mnoy w3 rhould continuo tho projact. Tha aim of tho Paddington 
rosolation wis ro lly to restrict provinelol propaganda, 4. proviousa paid 
monber suid thet ho had boson very wll aatisfiocd with tho rocults, and tho 
erty wa now knovm in m.ny pieces whoro it had nover bosn heard of beforo. 
ig had worked with the socrotary of Contrnl branch who had givon him lista 
of monbors in voricua arczos. | If wa do not orgenisc tho provineos ws shall 
becom: a soot and wove in & circle. Yo muat ge to tho industri:l areas, 
fo mist clao viow tho .roject from tho standnoint of the working-clasa and 
not juat thet of _tho party. a Manchoatecr dolegato suid that tno avshome 
nod beon vory voli worth whilo. | Mistakes may navo boen mado but wo munt 
lezrn vy oxpariones. Wh. t standard of moasuremont of succoss could wo aerly, 


Itom for discussion (ii) - Mancheatex. "Is party propagenda appropriate to the 


i ~ “i ae, 
= ot _ nd. fight throwghout tho as 
ie branch hod Down oF’ ye, vy luo of prop gunda wos Ret he iged | 
had lost monoy on it, 0Uy aiffioult to Teter tho resulta of prope 
financisl rogulte, it @ ; nehestor before the wr hed no 


Tours by London prop..gendiate sn & oaoluti hould have boon 
i¢ A ee thou.h that the roaoiu m a 1 - 
pm Cpe  megeate ion by : nehoe b foro tho eonforones. 6B at 
wie tho -uostion of provineial vorsue London propag= nea. gl wee a 
Meanchoetor had shown that tho offort had bom 4 PuGconm, Luck © 
wan to bo found wore thore we lack Of OF ga eet OO ow jn winding 2 
disouraion Paddington eaid that thoy ha 6 a viow To one oo ‘ 
tine. Tho main i et of tho st fr wae that this particul.r 5 Pike 3 
had not boon oarriod out in tho bost wy poriblo. my Soee, pT: 
of » poid post in tho provinogs but of ono in London. Oro af % od 
provinolel prope ndist/orgenisor nd this provos thot tho vonty ; s 
euccosafu - wombore woild navo con.inued to mupoort © sUuCcOnAT si = 
In any event tho party ‘wd not mupportod o sohomo to rend organ: 5s Se 
lacor like Manchoetor. and Glaragow but to plncor whoro wo wore not agate 
London moctinga had holpod nrovinoiel branchoa of mony provincisi ade 
hoard ur hero. Any futuro schomo mt bo gona into vory carefully. 
ono had boon haneionpnod by ton mich machingry ond too many reperta. 
Tho resolution wae loat 9-54, 
R SOLUTION Lurtigman and Billingn (Paddington, “That whon the Tfinencwan of th 
party ore mors 
Ml 


favoura>lo, tho B.C, should consider the appointmant of & 
=timo spucker in tho London arca’ 


Paddington said that it waa not a question of London voraus th. provinows, 
hut how ocat to got ovor our propane 4 full-timo speaker would a 

nora support in Go nden than in o 3rovineca, and there wore plenty of 
Atoms untouched by tho p.rty in London, 
OOLU: 


ION - Lauwreneco and D'arcy “ticxt Businoaa” Carricd 2¢ -18, 


Item for discussion {v. - Croydon, "Th t the advisability sc considurcd 
in conjunction with TUtuFS-Tuli-timo propagendist appointments of tha 
purchasing and ocuipping of c masll moter vchiclo for tho purposes of 
carrying prone S, oer litcraturo otc,., whorevor tho party may wish 
and” *TRst the party ocuip a mooilo propagand. unit”, 
Wo must put tho quostion of full-time mombora on « moro Suainose liko basia 
in tho futuro acid Croydon. Orgsnisors in tho provincos hive tho difficulty 
of gotting to out of tho wey pl.cos, carrying pl.tforma curound, «nd ko ping 
with thom -doqusto supplioa or litoraturo, &.¥W. London said we should 
considor somothin,; liko tho old Gl:.rion vannora = not only propagandiats 
but caravannors ss woll, : 


(c}) Propagend (genaral ) 


RO’ OLUTION (B) - Croydon brinch "That tho B.C. bo dnatructod ths: eriticiam 
of the uttoranoca of ca party repre as at a public mocting shall not 
meee rly bc docmod to bo section dotrimontal to tho intoresta of +7- 

arty 


Croydon said that on the surfaco it apponared sound thot mombcre should not 
attack our spockora ot moctings, but what action could be taken if the 
apockor at an outdoor mooting bocoimo flurriod by quostionora «24 meds a 

mf atako in reply? If ho worc not corrected mombers of tho cudiarco would 

havo a fc:lsc improssion of what wo stand for. When thie sort <i tiue hoppena 
mombers should bo allowod to point out to the spoakor and the sudionsa 

that tho sponkor had boon incorrect. Puddington wore not in 
favour of giving mombors too mich looway on a qua 


&. = 
ovont thors was no purty rule on the ae We avid that they 
wWorowe-e not concorncd with any definits ru ing » but with the gcnerally 
secoptsd dofinition of party d ‘oo. -t mectings, They did not opposao’ . 
membors ct a mo'ting avying thet tho spo:-kor had mide an incorrec+ xt itoament. 
The danger of mistokes w a to tho party ind not to the spéaker «long. The 
time to corroot = mist kc ia whon it is made. 

Tho rcoeolution was lost 73-3564. 


prosont political aituction: 


Monchestor_fclt chat looking at tho internationel aituction oa a whole 
there waa littls of our litorature (and also oe of our a al 
dosling with tho prescnt situ tion between Ruasias snd §.S.a. would 
atimulate intcrvat if this ond othor vital cur, cnt topics were dealt with. 
Yeat Hom said thit party propagandiata are continually de ling with thaao 
quoationa and knew wh.t they had to_appro.ch woikara on the current imauos 
of the duy. another Manchester dolayate said that they could ont 
party propiganda, part from the work they did in their own crea, cy cxom- 
ining pee litoreture, and they did not conmaider that tho ground waa 
sufficiently covorod in the Soclaliat Stendard. 5.4%. London said tnet party 
picpgand. was quito uppropriste for the purpore it _had in viow — tho 
ertabliehncnt of « soolsliat ryatom of poke Paddington aeked whers wo 
could obtain aufricicnt informition to deal advquatoly with intern tional 
affaires? are the facts available? We cannot build articloa cn send. 
sort of a.lf criticiam arisss from disappointment with the progieas of th 
grty. Hicknay wanted to know if wo could not take moro te fi 
view of ths duvslopmont of etomic warf ra. It had been said we 
bomba could wipo ott Gract Britain indurtrially. We must atu F 


met | 
et. make @ mn! sitive eperoash 7 


A nenifest: in the form of a leaflet 
ntiptea’ on atomic warfare toyverther 


tke su h uT t » the worke. g 
mS Tie 
}_- Kingston Branch. “Payment for ontrance to 
hat those organisations whioh shurgo an uizission feo 
pet very ood uudionoss, while we pay ae fuch ae tiny do for halle without 
gush go ‘2 Wo churgea for our literature - “yy not for our 
meotings If workurs ply to come in thay will think tho mooting suat 


be worth while. Paddinjton suid that party propaganda paye qiite woll. 
and it is dou'tful 4f we should got better Pinancial roeulte Y charging 
for admission. How oan we compare our susport with that roooived by 
organisations with large momborshipa, Woat Ham said that tas ory 
organisation which makes a practise of churging for admission ia the 
Communist Party. Thoy have activo membera in the Trado Unions who work 
in the branchoa persua members to oy tiokota, S,4. London aeked 
the ead not to flattor thoao who did this sort of thing: by imituting 
them, Loomebury urged that once we start this aort of idua wo 
immediately omeludo somo workors from our meetings. The a ie al 
political parties got crowded mootings is at cledtions. Camborwolt 
said that up to 80 per cent of our audiences are mombora of tho party, 
no that by charging admission feos we should be making a lovy on mombors 
who alrondy scontributo to the funds, Lot us discuse this question whon 
wo havo o laree numbor of non-membors at our mootin,a. An g.09. mombor 
said that if Kingston question tho succoss of mootings in their own aroa 
in rolation to tno succoes obtainod by other organisations this wma duo 
to tho fact thet Kingston was a now branch and had not yot carried cut 
much work thora,. 
RESCLUTION - Lavronce and Da (Bloomsbury; "That this conforwncs “micrucs 
hopaat policy of tho party with regard te tho froc admission t re 
party moctingn", Sarrisd hom. con. 


. Itom for discuasion (iv) - Kingston branch. “Propujtanda to Youth organisations’ 
Kingeton said that there ware a numbor of community oentres around Lendon 


with youth orgunisations attached to them which ran dcebatus, open forums 
otc. Our mombors should 


u 
} 


join them if their aima wer not in conflict 
with our principles, and we should thon be able to get in with our 
spoakorr, §.,London wantod ua “o uso our li ited mouns to th boat 

ossible offoct. Wo must guard oursclves ogainet “gotting in". Woat of 
hese_movements havo someone he hind them and they will got bohind us and 
we will "got out". Islington claimed that it was not trus that many of 
theac_orgdSninationa arc run individuals with ulterior motives and that 
socialists vould bu throwm out. There are a num er of organisation in 
which momburs can play an activ» part, The delegate gavo an account of 
the uscful work played by mombers of his “ranch in a mock rece a ae 
attachcd to « youth contro ind sug.osted to branches that thoy should try 
and get in touch with their local mock parliaments. 


RESOLUTION (C) ~ Islington branch "That this conferenec is of tho opinion 
that no_usvful pall is sorvod in dobating with Pascist organisations 
ea calls upon tho E,C, to rofuse to sanction dcbetus with such orgonisa- 
ions 
Amendment ~ Lewisham bronch "to delcto all aftor 'Fascist Orgunisutions' and 
f insort ‘c resent, and that the H.C. be urged to continuo the practiso of 
jJudgin, oach c.uso on its morits'", 


Islington ssid that thoro was vory littlo propaganda value in theso 
dobates. Most_Fascist te eee nowW Orc unsavoury organisations 
with unsayoury loaders backed by lumpon prolotarians. ~ Hia branch had had 
one_oxporionco when ahey had an outdoor mooting noar oa Fascist mocting 
at Radlcy Roud, They had « vory small _audisenco until tho Puscist moot- 
é ing was Glosod by tho colico whon a howling mob from thia mestin, dos- 
- conded upon thom, SHOE ery after thoir own mocting was shut down by tho 
- olics. As timo gova on the violunec ia not abatod but is growing, and 
ho workors attractod by this sort of thing <re not rosponsivo to our 
idous. It is truo that wo hald a succoasful debate with Ravon Thompson, 
but more recently whon ono of our branches had hed a challenge ascaptad 
: by Moslcy tho B.C. had refused to sanction the dobate on tho grounda 
thet thore soomed to_be little possibility hat the debato would ba osdorty. 
Tho only reason tho Fascists wanted to debate with us was becluse they could 
not got « hall to speak in, then they can get hille they will not want 
to dobatc,  Loavo these pce -lone and savo oursolves from wrecked 
meotings and violencc, not let us offor ourselvoa as instruacnts by 
which thusa thugs can got mectings, Lewisham said thet under somo cir- 
cumat=ncos it might ho bas ape to debate with these orgunis.tions 
but it is undssirablo that tho pare should record on ita archivos that 
it is not willinz to dobato with a particular orgenisation, Tho perth ’ 
is _optoscd to political discrimination snd our position would ba a diffi- 
cult one should wo record that wo were unwilling to do ate. Hagxnoy 
acid that during th past summor thorc had bewn large crowds coming down 
to Hackney to listen to Hamm of the Fasciats, The me: jority who camo 
down hid noi made up their minds and only 4 few wore supporters 7f Homm. 
Qur position must be put over to those people. Our debates can %< held 
in en orderly fushion, and this is the only way to combat hooligan a. 
Edewars caked for 2 definition of Fascist organisations, All sorta co 
people: ar: callce Fascists - oven us. The torm “Fascist” has bucome a 
polivicsl swear word, Lot the E,C, judgo dvvates om their merita. The 


« 


P 


_——— 


Rosolution - C, Lustor 2nd J. Lostor (Loyton) "That this confercnes 


Rosolution - 


{c, Propaganda (General) (Contd, 


Ldpivaro. Hooknoy, Islington, Kingston and Southend - Rulo 2 line 1 - "Delete 
"Throcponcc” ond inser Lepenca™™,. 
Tottenham branch sumondmont - "Delote ‘sixpenco' 


Southond ~ Rulo 9 lino 2 - "Delete ‘twopenco' 

Se 

Hd aD Hockne and Tslinj:ton’- Rule 9 Lino 2 -"Delote ‘twoponce’ and 
SG 


Baling - Rule 19, linss 2,3 ind 4 - "Dolete ‘Assi Q i 
~~ Sosrotary tnd Litoreeire Suorotary" ssistant Treasurer, Assistant 


8 
Exscutivoe Committcs - Rulo 19, line 4 - “Delsto 4+Asststent-F Litoraturo 
“Sorcery _  _. 


Islington - Rulo 25, ling 4 - 


ray 3 = 
Islington branch amondmont - lino 3 - "Delete all from the word ‘tho’ to the 
word ‘shill* on [ine 4 end in 


(a) Intornational Confzrenees. The Qversoas Secretary said that tho prepgees 
sonrercnce abroad of amall organisetions which was to be tld et Christmas 


{b) 


Resolution - R.MeL:ughlin nd I.Gottis "That grootings be aont to all « 
portios and soci°lista Goroad”. agroad. 


4 


hed not matcrielisod md once suggostod for this Bastur had alsa bocn post- 
ponod owing to lack of support. 


Qvorseas Socrotary's Department. Tho Overseas Socrotary read gree 
Poeuivod trou tho World Socias’ist Party of tho U.S... and tho Sec 
Party of Canada, tegsthor with a letter to the Confcrenco from R. 


iy the Ro aciist nut for r rd add up to tho pry judices hold by oY ¥ RE," Sl 
“Adecs tho Fascist pus gs should opposa those idoue whonovor ° 
numbers of Atos pointed out th difrioulty of doling, weeiiiaas 


: joPinits * tho torm "Fiseiest". Islington 
wm : sar Gofinition of tho torm SosCiat .» = 2 
nce ova: maackat organisstiona aa, /hoso which wre be oaud 
Yio are formerly <ttadhed to tho British Union, of Pasoleles) ssi 
J lovato seid that Feacists aro not intorusted in discuss a 7 @ 
roly uftor helle. Their principlo form of propaganda cons ae é 
"racial porsecution” and thoy ar» not politic:1 partiss in tho tr 
snso of tho word. 
sa N "“Rowolution (C) was lost A-T) a: 
Amcndmont thoreto was lost j€—419 dyproeates 
tho unspécificd usc of tho tera ‘Fascist Orgonisation’” Lost ot ae 
ndrcwe and Cottis (Southend) ""hat thie conference is Of» ae 
opinion that the party should bo propared to dedstu with any polttttes 
party”. Garmicd nom. con: 


Paddington delegate regrotted that thoro was no medium hy which party 
members could thrash out controversial issucsa amongst thumsclvos. ms 
suggoated that mootings should be called for this purpose. Those meetings 
should bo run in an informal fashion, 


AMENDSGINTS TO RULE 


Lost 25-45, 
nd i y : Hn 
BoE 5D, and insort 'fourpcnec 


and i 'threu ee 
Sst 5-69, nscrt 'threupence 
“Tourpencs 

Lost 17-52, 


28~56. 


Cartied 55-15% 
Insort the word 'only' botweon tho words ‘which' 


E Nssrt in thoir place the followin;::'for 
resolutions and amcndments to rulcs which shail be aauetece Sy branches 
only end shall,..." 
Amendment lost 24-42 
Resolution lost without any support. - 
"Should the E.C. have power to put 
Annual Conforenco?" 


a Bloomsbury dologetec oponed by saying that in on emergency the B.C, 
would bo_justificd in taking action and ead eget party sanction after- 
words. In tho moantimce the rule book should bo the preserve of the party. 
Another Bloousbury dclcgate stated that ther? was a precedent in thet 
previous Executive Committees had placcd amendments to rule on the 
conference sgunds. The E,C. have the responsibility of carrying out the 
administration of the party betwecn confcrenecs and in the course of 
their oxpcricncs they may come across things that they consider should 

bo dealt with. Somo mombers appearcd to havo a fear that the B,C, would 
become leadcrs, There was no reason for this in an onmepsgeon Te Ours; 
wo had all the democratic safoguards necessary. §.W. London said that 
members were affcctcd too much by the experience of leadsrship in Trado 
Unions. Islington said thst the branch is the unit of the party and 

H.C. mumbers cin put forward to their branches any sugegcstod amendment 

to rule, | Wost Ham claimed that the PS rules gave no power to the 
E.C. to plac. smendments to rule on the conference Ogenda. An 3.C. 
mombcr claimud that the B,C, took on itsolf the status of a branch whon 
submitting smundments, without having any powsrs from to do so. 
imother B.C. somber said that the E.G. did not have to wait twelvs months 
for party ducisions. Wo had a pee clegats Meetin:. a tnird 
B.C. momber askcd what there was against the ELC... doing this. It was 
bettor for tho B.C. to do it than for an E.C. member to try to parsuads 
hia branch to support hin. 


(SJORGANTSaTIONS ABRO.D 


isDMms. 


Deforring rosolution ~ 


= aie Bez 
m - H, Gollins and F,Lairine: That the B.C, be asked to hand be. 
Front 's lottor to tho Editorial Gommittoc with a vinew to poasiblo 

plio’tion in tho Socialist Standard”, agroud. 


he Gonorel Sscrotary informed thy conference that the Executive 
Committos hd reocived no advico from tho U.S,a pe of their intontion 
to change their nemo from "Tho Jorkura Soodi dist arty of tho U.S.A." 
to that of tho "World Socivliat eae | of the U.S.a." and thit ho thou ht 
th t in view of ths namo sulceted all compenion partiosa should flrat 
hive boon consultad. 
Olution - D, Moss and E. Ross, "“Thut this oonfuruney réoconmonds the E.C, 

to contact tho W.S.P. stating that 1t 1a our viow that we should hive 
boon informed of any chang fn tho nemo of the lattor organiraation™, 
mandmont ~ Barrass and W,Critenfiold "That tala conferences rosomouni, tit 
whilst tho $.P.G.B. hve no objection to tho W.S.P. chinging *h 'r acme 
wo believe that tho ohango ia unfortunato ond that it would hive buon 
bottor if all a a ae hod boon conaultod" 

Laughlin and Lawronco "That the wholo question ba 

deterred ponding considoration by tho B.C." Carriud 42-6. 


(8, ELECTORAL ACTIVITY 


SOLUTION (H, _=- Croydsn branch "That this oonforency instructs *) %.%, to 
dofar parlinmantary activity unt4] such times aa the polit?:: ‘ore 
ae of the are eloga is moro in lino with tho cl nd 6 
of the Party's Declaration of Principles: ‘That this omar A ret 
be tho work of tha working class itsulf' and 'That as th» : aif 
government including tho armod forcos of tho nation, uxirts 
consorve tho monopody by the capitalist class of tho woalt' rom 
tho workura, tho vorking class must organise consciously inZ EL 
for tho conquest of the powers of zovurnment, national ond i 1 ordor 


that this machinery including thuss foreca, may “e converts: * id 
instrument of opproasion into tho ayent of omaneipation and - 


throw of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratic 


What is Croydon sotting at asked Rdewaro? Have we to wait un: i’ Rane 
cortain that a large ne eae of tho working class is going | ’ i 
us? How can wo find oui if thay do support us unless wo fips { 


a pe delegate said that pa: liamentary esa did not 

mean that tho party puts forward a parliamontary candidate, i Mer aS, 
delegate urgud thet finencial ruasong alone should be permitted Lo prov 

us putting forward candidates. Nanchuster penne cd the rosolution 

They considered thut the whole matter noodod orough uxudinition. Is 
the working-class sufficiently advaneed for us to put forward u candidate 
Wo lost about helf the votes wo recgived at the genoral elcetion whon we 
fought the byo-ulection at N.Paddington. Our opponents have taunted us 
witn this, «aftor an clection ¢ mpaign party mombors are oxhaustod and 
thsy cannot carry on tho usual party work. Leyton said that during tho 
slection campaipne thurs wag a gruator fucling of co-ordination and r 
com:on purposG, Tho orvud our propaganda covered during an cleetion waa 

much widor that tho congstituoncy. Tho votca we lost ut the bye-eluotion 

must have buun those of workers who did not Coe, understand our 

position. §,.W.London said that-during -the-elvetton-eampoigns thors was A 
&-ereetor thoy wore not opposod to parliamontary activity, but woro 

opposod to what thoy considorod to bo tho unwise use of party monay and 

ottort, For socialism wo had to have sooiulists, ond sociuliatsa woro not 

mado by putting cropacs on voting papora, Wo know by the momborship of 

our branchca how many socislista thoro aro ino particular aren, Some 

mombors of tho party wore prepared to do anything to got workora votes. 

Tho dalcgato reforred to vote-catching slogans it had boon alleged had hoon 

usod during the campaigns. A Bloomabury dolegate said that clactiona r 
provided an oxcalliont Hopes Galan for our propaganda. Thoro was no 

ovidones that voto catching slogans had boon usod. Paddinzton said that 

our pariiamontery activity in Paddington hnd buon ono of our succossos. 

Tt hod spresd the party's outlook ana wo wore now propared to hold mootings 

in © large hall liko the Motropolitan Thoatre. It was quite untrue that 

tho panty had gono vote catching. Timo and timo again wo told the workora 

not to voto for ua if thoy did not undcratond socialism. We r ceived 

more publict from our caompaigna in N.Paddington than wo reesived during “ 


412 tho. previous yours of our oxistencs, An B.C, mombor said that thosaa 

mambors who had opposed parliamentary activity during the past fow ysare 

had buon proved to be wrong, Tho party had not suffered from sxhiustion ered 
or spathy ufter the cxmpaigns, The party pained in strongth and campsignea a4 


had had & considerablo stimulating offect on the party membershin. he 
elections had been largely financed by mombers ond aympathiser tho support ~ 
ed the idea, It would bo a ely if the party fer financial reasons 
could not put a candidat» or candidates, forward at the nuxt general 


oloction, 
The rosgolution waa lost 15-55 
Item for discussion (ix) - Islington branch "Tho attitudo of a socialist M.P. 


Wards reLorms" 


The Goneral Sucrotary submitted a statumont of party policy on this issuo 
eontaingd in an angyor to a corrospondunt published in thu Poornary 1210 
dusuo of thea Socialist Stundard, Lt road; 

"WB, \eJpton Park, asks, what would be tho accion of a member cf 110 $.P.8.8. 
olectug to Parliemant, and how would he maintain our prineipl. ef (“~ 
compronmise'? 


S é-n44 me" tRhAS Cig 
Bees : rading ». i 
saieo * a rs : ee ger a Pp “ris avent (win te in the “ Gay 
ee the antorests of (he working clasa res 2 


M5 ; in : its mnifostations - politicng 
8 a aritics oa ise in all fe every opportunity - hat offe 
: Ioationa ae ee an Rae a means oF sore ding soctali 
ie higher ond well-heard platform oa ’ ride-awake 
ao Coed “< A eenion hacked aa it must nocds i 7 
ing. His presenco, "acked a nd the throatenod ‘end of all',, J 
qore eye, of mor? He initiation. by ono or ther of tao cupitalige 
of soseures thot may conceivably contain som: small advantage 2 bee 
luas. Now intolleetual vitality recuires tho continual absorption 
f now fecta as they occur. So with gociolion and. prot a 
ry a * aia zi —_ i ee a WIIHCH 
Ee 3 8 Beco tie quent ten of whether socicliat 
when “hese presont thamaglves, and thorefore tne g 45 reeks one Cnt ve 
repreeentativea ashceuld supose ny auch messur as in parliancnt, 18 “his, thet 
not, dia danusry 1 16, pretend to anawer. Ne can only sey ae ee haa 
) progrars and now si uctions arise, our memberahip, ever Brice oY - 
utionary principle of NO COMPROMISE, by our goncral undoratanding os, 
ocialiat and the requirements of ths groctert infer at of the working-class, 
omneipation, will DEMOGRATIGALLY direct the ection ‘of ite roprosontativos. 
ch now situstion, will hava to bo facsd and socialist action be decided upon 
tne merita of tho cause. Moonwhile we may not claim rank with the Pops or Old 
Moore, énd it should be undorstood that thsro is room for difference of opinion 
upon a motter that, at the present stago, bs only of socondary importanca. 
vur work toyday ie to tosch our fellow téilere tnoir position and show chem 
tho indispensable stupa thoy must take to win frocdom “ 
Resolution ~ IeToucks and Cox (Blcomabury) "That thia conforonce supports 
the poeition cory -no party on_the position of mombora in tho House ot 
Comnone @8 laid down in the Pobruary 1910 §.S. and confirmed by party 
poll in 1911 


A 
Qt 


S. '. London acid that sociclists are not prepared to give their most 
powsrful woapon, thoir yoty, to anyone for the purpose of carrying out a 
reforu of copitoliam. It is thorsforo illogical for socialists to use their 
yotos in tho enac way in the Houso of MOOR» Unitl_ wo have onoush M.P.'s 
to gain control of tho governmental a Chinory, & ecei. list M.P. should noithor 
auppert roroms cr o po ats ae Clokasd that ny mogsaura that holva the 
| working-closs should be supperted by 4 socislimt W.> ~~ Mtenchostor sain that 
_sociilist M.P. ahould uec Parligmont for the purnons of oxpisining our position whon 
thon roforme arc dcclt with.  Saling said thar tne tMombsurahip worc not 
unanimotsa on this qucation, &nd it nocdcd ae discussion. A soci: list 
1k. wno votod on reforms would be idontifisd with A 


a : rerormist purticr, 
Bloomerbury oe bef thet ee or in 1910 we me 

Oo the conditions to-day. ora yore thon practices] proporals to b. dca 1t 
rith in porliement which could ofsily »a dcebdad upon by Rocio lista, Nee 
cepitelion ia withdrowing somo of tho roforma which cro in oxistone.. R. forms 
to-duy arc goncrally in tho intorest of running the capitalist ayrton. A 
Paddington dslugsto anid that tho party would dccids whoth 
——. or refrcinod 
int 

h 


To very difivorcunt 


Ages: ar ite M.P,'r rupnort 

; r from voting on roforma, There will not be ma efor 
ch footed te - sae We ee not So gomproniacd by abing 
he lobby with other partica, Gs our position 4 y - pe xi 
ne. Another .¥. Londo is Gd. What owe nee’ BoEe outs 


cd, opp 


r vo 


lear 
n dologate said that we must judgo ca 4 
yroposol on ite aerita. Thero might bo onc day a majority of Shogo cach ain 
’ this country without o majority of parliomontary scate Ye 80, Wo must 
gupport & proposal for Proportional Roprosontation. An In on dologotca 
; Be 6 Jct som: muebors saw no diffcorenes botwoon v for roforms and 

oving reform moceures in the Houso of Commons. We sho aco bo supported 

Y Kora not for our 0° FC 


t, wut for cur roform activity in parliament. 
Our propaganda moctings would then ho largely taken up with di aouesing our 
ttituds to virious r ‘forma, Dartford claimed that by the time wo hava 
Soci.list M.P.'s tho grave of tho oppitelist clase will havo boon dug for thom, 
and tho workin, clias will have reslisud that reforms cannot helo thom. 
Anothur_Blooms®ury dolugste said that if o sociglist M.P. supvorta some 
particiler roform measure it did not moan thot tho >.arty would hava to apend 
lot of timo eine position. Wu could cvasily issus loaflots 
, iving our position, A Ef: ae ~e ee: an aoe a for 
aonding members to parlicmen a minority i oy cou © nothing when 
thoy got thor. « socislist M.P. must bo instructed to opposo war and tho 
granting of war credita. A socialist M.P. would put rcosolutions in tho 
fouss of Commons otnor than the one to abolish the c.pitalist systom, Anothor 
ZC. mombor said that the discussion was a usoful onc, It is not just 4 
agstion of what socialist M.P.'s aro going to do in the ee but what wo 
ara to gay on the platform now, and a numbor of mombers aro muddicd on tho 
qusetion. It is a wider question that tho mennor in which o socialist MP. 
will voto, It is a question oa to whethor a socialist E.P, shall vote on ai 
anything oxespt tho abolition of capiteliam. Ths reply to W.B. on not men on 
roforms but dealt with tho gonoral uttitudo of a socialist MP. ne quc sition 
Wi: i E i Our position would bo illogical 
of war credits is not a reform question. ur p U redid 
if wo apoko ngsinet war and then refrained from voting oe c Wo aE aa 
Thore aro similar issuos liko militery and industrial cones tpi 
Iso havo to t.ko © position on things liko tho wages of a 
ae _ 4 Houso o ommons unlosa ie) 
%P.'s might not ba able 3 spoak at all i Sapitaliete do not 
OK up A position on verious moasuras. : ; mans 
tetors ce anes to help ths working-clisa, some mcasuros do indiroctly carry 
with thom somo bensfit. 


Ths Rosolution wis earriod 58-0. 


W.B. 

| jagelutton, - ewroneg ond. DAES{o! Rinua' ge ho. guetslise Seanaars 
p ALE obrua ‘ 
eroded in the revert of tho conforones"” Agroad. 


f 


ROSOLUT ICN (8. - Dartford "Thot thie confcronoc r commends thet ths sclling 


an 10 mya Ip 


i 

t this confortne. is of the opinion thet th: 
do tions ahould bc detorminod aolely: by theiz o 
d .e che ply a# ia rovson.oly possible in’ rolation to 
TMOLO, Wa ig: ny uttompt to inorsaasc party 
funde by surch rging on purty liter..ture 

ondm=nt - Baling br ‘neh Thet tho prics of p.rty publiottiona be loft to 

th: diserotion of the Exvcutive Comittec 


price’ of tho now pimphlcta on ‘Rao’ and tho ‘Communist Keanifsato' be 
3d per copy 


Bloomebury op nad by suying thet tho two nev pamphl te cost us just over 
dp rotpy nd ta: B.C. origin: lly decided to charge 9d for them and then 
ltores thoir position, We cro . propaganda org. niastion and wo reatrict sur 
prop gends by surcherying on porty pam hiots, A charge of d would hava boon 
roaron->l . We should not ain at it > money on them, Sut rather on losing on 


then, 7 conferences had slready turned down 4 proposal to inerc.ss mom>ocrship 
duca. Qur or eont financial porition ds not dus to ths low prico of litur- 
ITD. rien of mphlot influeness its salo, 1/- is not a retaona lg 
4a Lotsa which cost aust ower 6d. Wo would givo litereture owey if 
ald ofsg . .« Lave thia jod to tho B.C, snid Ealing, they omn got 
tvic it gon it, Anoth-r Bloome>ury deloguto said that only 4 
rs T leta r ld t? gh wholosale agents, alithou,h this 
tr h uC. oy ths Puclicity Comzittes whan the prico 
_ i Secretary road to the oonfercnco roascna put forward 
C, i Fixed at 1’*. Ho said that his parsonal 
¥ ‘ nip wiether the prices hindersd sales, and 
f 4nfios h r ; L year tht the two pamphlots were aslling 
wor lot gay ma ivin, literaturo wy, and in any onno 
n rp] reowlv row the eal ft phlots vould be used for furthoring 
tho purty’ Bee. S.#.Londan anid 1 tir ono procsdont for tho OS por 
cent prefit t r * from tne a. ot oh: psemhlete, The oanforonco 
mt r percentas: should »: oharjod by thy party abovo coset 
Loe, r i to get bick money that it hua apont unviaely_ in tho 
st fow yours, ing p-ofit on pamnhlits, Monch ater acid that a 
Uitoratur® hes r din prioc and re he vorkors ir, int rested they will 
not object to p ying 1/- for our pamphlote. Hagwird gid chat while as fow 
etacica a} : ploeed in tho way of workora wanting our liter tur: <a 
wai , it id nct wies to aller tho_prce nt prics of the psaphiste. 
Fonchsat°r eaié ih t supporters of the resolution really had othio 1 Fr anone 
t bot ae 3 toe Q:logets oxpresacd Gnnoyince thet the time of tae oon- 
foranes had up “it quostion of the pricc of ae tea, Wet in 
ny «vont was 2 ro.rsomible prices on B.C. momb r asked whit th ition vould 
be if ¢ pe 7 v solution wors earriad? What ae would th: B.C. hiv? 
to oynaid ré Th pric to wholeos:lera, branches or Individusl purchianra? 
An adtern, tiv ad. for Hed Off4or to dietributo litorétur: to bronches 
ithout | I rbt. « momber of th Publicity Committe: anid that 
tt wie oli) st howe o sound figurs for the e.lling pries, Wholeailera 
discount mus t n int neaidertion, and rlec tho Goat of advertising. 
Bloomabury wound up by esyin, that this “4% question of party propagenda, and 
not just that of th pric of p sey, ta, Whil th gengtion ° a4 Sone tutod 
‘ringoncbl-' price miht bev diffioultios, h. ol imod th.t to chargo 1/- for 
pamphi -t etin ust over od ‘unroasonablo' Pive branches had writton 


: hi-t a 3 0 Wap 
to the EC. on thie quostion, and it wos thorcofor fit item for the confcr- 


Baling asondmint Girried 4 -27 
Resolution (4) Not voted upon 
eclution | leet 4-60 


Resolution. - Dtarcy ond Li Pouche °That thie confer neo rocomende the B.C, t 
me Bf nobos with « view ts fs out ai dr attitud regierdan eh 
of liter ture frow Hood Office. at itp selling price to tne pu Ide 
ort to th: autuen Deleputc Mooting. at 14-26, 
eclution - Pack and Krogh (Pad ington) “That this conferenes rsoonmends thit 
every .ftort be mad Mg lan x st co short pemphlet on "War and th 

f 8 8D tly ca rT) 3” 

f th Rs orial Comittoe reported that thoy had just r cwivad 


tho script on "Yar". Tho B.C. had sleo instructed tho Eiitordal 
Committe to prepare o short pamphict omedying a dcalaration of th: party's 
aati on wy. The resolution wos Toed to. 
SOLPFL Ot Hosknvy “Thit o now edition of ‘Questions of the Day' 
srint 


a8 r of th: Editorial Cosmnittoo raported that « now ediiian of thia 
pemphlet ida being croaveded vith, with oortain alturations, delotiona ote. It 
is not eh - Hod but would not tuko vory long to complcto. Th) min 
y is 


aiffiau the question of pepur. 
lution os -rricd of-6 


eolutien - adr we and Cotti “Phot a short statement on aur position on wr 
bo insertwa in tho noxt sdition of Qwations of tho Db 
# ®cebor of the Biitorial Committos stated thit this chapter ms ouittad 
trom revilous 0 on owing to tho wor gituition ot tha tim. Tha £.C, 
had merosd thit h-ptor on Wor should bo Pho luded din the noxt edition. 
The r iuliok Ca ourriad by Geroonont. 


» ie ae eo 
. Go Pos 
boa 332+ 5 S220 
Ttom {95444 eounsion (y18; = Kingston branch "Gontreversial articles in the “ Pés,E¢ > art 
a 9 —T : ba Oo 9 oe). 
PShcaton wesbor sxid tht nc here could secruo to the party from tha ~~ “262 2 Sa 


tiilicalion of ar icles upon vhich wasbors @i,ht have divergent views, — , 
Faddin.tun thou,bht thet controversiel artiques should be loft out of ths 'S.S. \ 
at the present tise. Tho articles in tha 'S.S.' apoeurcd to readers Ga tho party'y 
point of view, and thay might have stron, reasons ior diragreement with on 
articlop stondpoint on a particular issues. If, however, controversial articles 
are published un eae ee shoudd be provided for the publication of & _ 
contrary viewpoint, Bloomabury denrecated the attack msde on 4 agetion Or 

the workin.~class [the doctors] in a recent articlo. Let ua keop controversial 
artisles for publication in an inter-party, Journcl. Edgwaro seid that if these 
articles were published it should be said in the 'S.S." that they renrecent only 
the writer's views ond not those of the party. Another Edewars delogate con- 
aidered it deplorable thet wo had had to cliib dowm in the 'S,S.' after publish- 
ing a controvursiel article, Lanchestor asked ‘or controversial articles of a 
political character, und not on side issues. Woet Haa asked the Sditorisl 
Comittos to tuko stops to ascertain ‘ho correctness of controversial erticles. 
S."l,London seid that every articles in the 'S.S.' is controversial to 80 cody. 
The trouble is thet paper limitations do not permit enouch space fo this sort of 
thins, A membor oi tho Editovial Comittee siid that the test ap»licd + his 
committe: for articles for thu 'S S.' is thet the> do not conflict with tlie 
perty's position. Provided an article is suita+le ane doca not conilict with the 
perty's porition ticy would pu»vlish it ovon if it contained material which 
renresentod only the writor's point of view. 


Resolution - Millen and Peck (Paddington) "That this conference recomiends that 
when a euitabl.s matorial including ‘answers to correspondents’ is availa le 
fo. publication thut the ‘Party News Briefs' °“e discontinued” 


_ Paddington said that thu only resson ror the 'News Brisfsa' seemed to 5e tho 
fact that thcro wae a shortu,o of articles, A member of tho Editorial Comnittec 
acid that thuy nover hed onouh mate.ial for tho 'S.S." und if the ‘News Bricfs’ 
worse discontinued they would have nothin, to reploce them. Other delegates who 
spoke deprecated the idea of abandoning tho “lewa Sriefs' even if suitable 
articles woro availible, as ro.ders found vine useful and informative. Thoy 
make the 'S.S.' intorostin,. Thy Genural Secturary Joauiled to delegates to 
gee eee branchos to appoint 2 member to send in sotori 1 for the column cach 
month. 

The resolution was lost 9-42, 


(c) 1947 Delegate musting recommendation on leaflets. 


RuSOLUTION (#) - Sdyware branch. “That the party ondoavou. to produec at loast 
evory thres months a nuws shoot doaling with items of curront intor_st for 
frou distribution or selo at s low prics. Curront itoms to moun any 
politics1 action which arousos interost among tha workin: class" 


In roply to 2 question 2 mombor of tho Editorial Committee said that it did 
not eppear that paper would bo available for this purposu. Edgware asid that two 
confursncxs had oxprossod © wish for this sort of thing and tho B.C. hid donu nothin, 
nothin, about it. .1thou, branchos had sent in sug.ostions. A membar of tha 
Editorial Committee said that thoy could not got onough meterioal for the 'S,S,' 
ang so thoir hends are vory full. Our first nocd is for writors for tho 'S.S,’ 
Paddington sid that tho only time the party will be able to publish topical 
matorial is when we havo our own pross and a4 permenont staff. 

Rasolution (F) was lost 27-41, 


Resolution - Royec and LaToucho (Bloomsbury, “That this conferences recommends 
tho E.G, to consider sctting up & committoo to considor the poasitilitics of 
co compiling a subject index “f articlos in the 'S.S,' (c.g. ‘War* Lamour, 
Governncnt', ‘Trodo Unionist ste) vor use of party memiers” 


It was pointed out that wo have an index cove the yoars since 193°, 
Bloomabury wanted, however, an index covering the oarlier years. A memoor of 
the Editorial Comaittco said that something moro than an indox was roouired. 
Wo nosd files at H.0. of articles under various suiject hsadinezs. This had been 
done before Sut the files werc destroyed wren our previous Head Office was 
vombod. 

Ths resolution was lost 8-ll. 


(d) 19 7 Deleg.te mecting recommendation on literature siles. 

Item for “iscussion (viii) - Boling branch. "Muthods of selling the ‘S.S.°* 
Bilin, askes thu delcgates Tor aug. ¢stions on svlling tho "S.S.° Their, 

experiences hed shown chet The door to door cinvas by 4 number of memoers .cting 

toycthsr .bout onc. « month wos the most succossful. They hed found & large 

percontago of returns of 'S.S.' supplicd to newsagents. ; 


Resolution - Nicholis und Adams (Palmers Green) “Theat this conference is of tno 

Re - more sciontific approach should bo made to the sslling of 

Damp, Ute" ? , 

Palners Groun sid that wo should aim at selling our litoraturo to those 
who wore yoing to ruad it. Ono mothod is to first intercst i balan 
purcharaue ‘nour Cuso and got them to that point whore tho sb to r 

ng litor_ture., Thoro should bo arrangemonts betwocsn branches and_ spec! p Soa 
prop.yenda mostings with « view to particular literature bes ie ‘om 
thu oletforn and aduquate supplies of it bein, sveilebleo. §.4.London said 
wo should not cdoot tho appro.ch ususlly used in sclling commoditits goner 
The rosolution was carried 14-0 


“Roe the timo arrived for thet oy, 


' @or Aske Bt thin wa 
te «ct ae Pmt 8 Rot 4 now in: - 
y ut GLicteulisies of geyduction hed Meitee a Tate gent 
Lh Re 4 Jit Sould irouee ~ 


uturcst Moke portly momoore + 
. 4 ad ot “ho confer nes would often ¢ 


ved os thers is & tendency to % 4 
: ‘ pes to thy conference which ’ 
ety journal. It could elyo omega 


‘Uurty Nowg Briefs’. | The earls 0 us 
4 Nes efes'. Sarlisr mlletiy, 4 
Wa ‘' : : rat Aad boom ru LG 2 pert as 
3% t tie a tae sccordancy, ha tromition.. i - <= is Mer in er 
ers KPO, party Bumhere do not 3! *yth) T a 
rucdanised the ditfienultics of prcducing ia at Maree oe 


nocossit ot Orc it, such “5 aan-powér Gnd th 
3 oy for 59 tor or editorial foteyi mittcc to seluct ae ogg Tha 


aps b ; z 
taouiee oseee were 7: Shot yo fros and duitted that ahs was a 
; - , recs ATG AX at menbors who coulg write in thia 
Jour ae to bu writing for tho 'S.S,' Toners woe cortainly a need for some 
munberg eae’ Seve ee perty. Perheps & report of Cisoussiona 2mony party 
ana, De neem 4 pen Sd Circulatad, Islingion thought tha ide. sn cxcellen 
to tele ot Iot Us worry About toohnical difficulties, Oth r puoole who want 
fe) a out ublications got ins paper somehow, Thu journel would orovid. 
an euxcullont training ground for attra fer che ‘SG. 


-scussed Gmony meabers vis on dytor 


So et Nile (Come 
No action, 
ice Bp C4. 7 I ON 


{c) H.O. Tutorial Class 4 mombor of tho Educction Conmittes was prurunt who 

Biid thnt ths main sim of the class was not moroly to osrovido an oduoational 
clase for psrty mombors, but to provido a permanont, ssif Posey he edaas 

for now mombors of ths perty, so thot whon a momber joing the party ho hes an 
opportunity of gotting c grasp of tho purty's position and history us quivkly aa 
possible. A nuclous of tutors is boing trainod for this purposo. Thu sccon 
sossion of tho clags is now in opex.tion, and it has been found thet wo hava 
about six mombors who can now taku clicés (long the lincs tho committee had 

in mind. Tho comaittoc aro sc:iefiod with we. Fesulta, as they considor thet 
what thay aro aiming for trkcs longo: tht tho production of a numbcr of apoakors. 


ROSGELLANMOUS ITBS POR DESGESSTON 


, 
LU 


Itom for diacuasion {x} = Cambor 


| 
woll b anch. “EIndustrisl cotton snd tho purty’ 
ty stood in r-lxtion to industrial selivity. 


mborwoll ArKsd hoy the pv I t C ; 
Ac ording to our pamphlots wa support industri 1 acivity when Lt ia in Line 
with vorkin, class intorcsts. ry do wo make this statomont and say tio more 


Wo have medo no serious move to gut in touch with the industrial wo-kKer suction 
af the workin, claes, Tho industrial workers are those who go inte the Prctorivs, 
mills, mines 6te, The spusker did not ask us to “poval to this avs fon only. 
“nd wo must not ignore tho olack conted workers. Thure has nuvur »oom a veloar 
Vino on this igsuo in the perty, The dronch woro not concerned with th. qucstion 
Whothor mumyura had trade union tickots or not. If wo can got unoush fork irs 
in the trade unions to conc to us they would vote us monvy For our perliancntary 
aciivity. Ws must know more than the hare party cose, Wo muat havo mum ura in | 
tha party who know enough a out trado unions to vise workors what to do in their 
sirikes, In C-ochoslovakia the Communists through their activity in th. trade 
unions had boon able to dominzts tho Social Democrats who had control ef tho 
ststo machinc. at tho moment most trade_unions support tho La our Party. who 
will they turn to whun thoy becomu disillusionod? If we do not taxo our 
opportunity wu shall find thet cho La-our Party'a plecd will bo taken hy o for 
mora odious party. Thu sirst concrete ee wo havo to tako is .o roalisy ths 
nec@ for party influence a induatrial Unions. Once wo havo got tho aupnort 
of thy trido unionists wo shell heve roally ontored the political arona, ast 
Ham gaid that it i: lho guy of socialists to do what thoy can to fight for tho 
working-cless. Mombura of tho purty have buen encourcged to join and take part 
in trado union activitios. but mony inciuburs of the purty gave oll their sparo 
tims to party work. do havo also had mombors sctivo snd prominont in trodu 
union affairs, Some mowbers have opposed trade union activity, claiming. the 
unions to be reactionary bodics, but the party will have to work inside the uniona 
more und mory, aa the place for socialists isa always in tho strug.los against tho 
capitalist clogs, Islington seid that tuc difficulty is that _wofkora do not 
a pe theor clogs position, but aro dividad by soctionnal loyoltios, In 
Cz2ochoslov kia tho Communists had thu pargest parliamentary ropresentation and 
j hed formed a mi jority with a accion of tho Social Mnoonat ae Palmers Groon 
warnod a,tinst the prrty boing luvolvod in trade union sovivity as a party. Wo 
must work in tho uniona 38 individuals, Moncey from tho unions at tho prcscnt 
time would bo teintud, How can wo grow «ssod Haclmey, by any othur meana than 
propiganda? Our task is to miko socialists, and immedictuly wo talk ebout the 
abolition of p.ivuto property wo find tho ne.jority against us, Paddington said 
thet party mombors word playang thoir part in union ictivity, and tha openar's 
romarke “cogs from his disipyointmont with tho progragss of the party hnother 
Paddington dsloyto suid that what Camborwell would; vented wore tho thinga thot 
f tho Communists ind T otskyista tried to do, Bloomsbury aaid thet cpproximateuly 
Ad 50 per cont of Trada Unionists wero not industrial workora aa dufinod hy 
Conon ae ee concrote suggestions had Camborwoll got Trado Union action 
C 8 teflon sinod ot gaining wogo incruases and dofunding oxtating atendarda, 
’ 


a mombor of tho party jo na a union for the same reason 4 ~mombe 

protect bis living standards. Horkors on strike aro not iaeorantat We Wier 40 
wth éftual ane nc Pari y montbers in trado union ara quite ec parle of dualing 
» Be a an without guidanea from the party, The politicnl 
gtrugioc ie the cryat Aijsation of the economic strugelo, Dartford seid that 

3 i ey latkete who aro activo in their trado uniona form an ineipnificant 


minority, and we shou! me Comet cient. : ae ae 
, end non=iniori@us, ould no divide the working clxas into two snctiona, snioniats 


— 


bo at a disadvantayo. e 


Tolington arguod that in 1907 the 'S,S,' had aaid that trade unions will 1° oh 
ho neceseuey for the artallishment of soolaiiam, We now say that political © yf yA 
action only ig necessary. Momhors should not hasitato to take up positions % y Ae 
in trado unions, Hacknoy said that 945 per ocnt of their memoors wore trada | a, 
unionista, ut nona of them wore enthusiastic supporters of the pose Ality of Pay » 9 
aproading Our ideas in their branches, | As soon ag politics are introduced ‘ + 
into trado unions their effectivonesa is reduced, We should examine tho » Ay 
pro-ont tio-up of the unionga with the statu machina, An #,¢. member soid thot ; 
tho question introducod by Cambarwoll branch waa not a question of the party's _ QOD 
attitude to trado unions,” Tho real basis of thoir item was defoutiam ariaing from-dt Ss 
from disappointnent with tho rey ol p.ogrons. The only way to got into tho 
trado unions ia to drop sociulisin and talk on tho political level of the 
majority of trado unionists, It was impertinont und incorrect to infer that 
tho work put in by party mombors had boon without reault, It is hotter for 
members not to be aetivo in trade unlona becauso their activity would provent 
thom ee gS on socialist work, Newport said that thoy had circularisad 4° 
trado union branches in thoir area and had roovived throo pe aged only - all 
non-commital, Camborwoll would up hy soying that if the party is to Jd 
succos)tul wo must remako our prc in'tho li.ht of the provlems fucin 
the working-class, Thoro were political iasuos in the trade unions on whic 
mombors must tako up 4 position. It ia our duty to got our caso ovar to tho 
workera in whatevor ged wa con, Tho influence of tno Communist snd Labour 
partios will wano in the trade unions soon, and wo can make our approach into 
tho Tradc Union movement, 

Rosolution - Lawlor and Chalk (Camberwell) “That thia conference urges 

tho E,C. to publish o pamphlot on Trado Union".  Agroead. 


(7) PUB te eae 


(bo) Gonoral Pub 
4, 


icity 

SULT l= Hacknoy branch "That tho party havo permanont postora 

printed advortising the '$.S.' for nowsagonts display boorda" 
Rosolution (I) carried 53-12, 


RESOLUTION (J) - Islington branch "That this conforgnce instructs tho 
neG, to sot a a pormanont committes of members familiar with tho trads 
union movoment to co-ordinato tho work of the party in this sphero" 
Talington said that wo necd membors convorsant with trado union work to 
doal with issucs .s thoy ariso, particularly for writing up strikes ote. in 
the 'S,S,' and to arrango for locturos in trado union bronchos, A momber of tho 
Editorisl Coumittoc sala that wo do not neod 4 committee Sut for mombors 
onze in disputes to writo them up for tho 'S,S,' 
osolution (J) was lost 5-37, 


Resolution - Cox end LaTouche (Bloomsbury) "That this conferenco recommends 
ho H.C. to hold sovoral rallios in Hydo Park to pu liciso party literaturo 
with spccial cmphasis on the ‘Communist Manifosto’". 
ae BO ypa Demin out that wo were not pormititcd to advertise litoratura 
in O Fark. ’ 
ee ns resolution was lost 10-20. 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 


Itoms for discuasion (xi) and (xii) - Islington ond Balin 


branchos, 
attitude of the party to pricg contro an ont and price controls" 
Islington said that tho Pea of prico controls at tho moment would cut 
down tho vane standards of tho workors. Some members thought that if prices 
went up it would oncourage tho workers to bo more militant and strike to 
obtain higher wagcs, Tho party should somctimcs come out snd make a definite 
atend on things happening in the world to-day, Eling said that rent and prico 
controls eet tho cupitelists moro than anyono clsc, Paddington naked if price 
controls really control pricos It is not an issue for tho workin, class aa a 
whole, Price controls bonofit workors with fixed ineomus, To support controls 
moans to support one section of tho workers against anothor, Bloomsbury said 
that if wo Gyroo with prico controls wo must Olso agree with wago controls, If 
controls wore rumoved tho working ¢lnss would win through striko action, : 
Islington roplicd that thoro is nothing mochanical about wages inmedintel 
following pricos, It is a quostion of trado union action. It can bo ar 
thet wa,,08 do not catch up with pricos, and they grty isval out over a 
poriod. If prico controls wero romovod in time of shortage the workors 


Itom for discussion (xiii, - Islington brangh. "The attituds of the party to 
inflation". . 
We havo go far had no authoritativo statcmont from tho party on this 
Islington, and tho branch put it on tho agonda for the purposo o clarifying 
position, A mombor of tho Editorial Committoo said that it might bo 
to havo this writton up for tho 'S,§.". It had a direct borring on tho p 
itaus for discussion, Govornionts do not stabilise pricos, but stabili 
cost of living indox which is o difforont thing, Govornmonts furthor 
inflation in order to gut _ovor somo of thoir problems, Tho rolation of 
papas atorling and tho dollar to gold had boun oaltored by govornmont act 
his had the offoct of sO ee prices, and from tho Government's point o 
thoy proferrod this mcthod rathcr than fighting with tho trade uniona ov 
wogos. | Govornmcnt's also havo a hugo burden of debts which thoy can 
permitting pricos to riso and thus paying in pounds of leas yaluo, 
at tho history of wages over a numbor of yuara wo find that thoy close 
changos in the coat of living. Our point is that wo are not in favour 
deflation, inflation ctc. ute, but agninst the capitalist systom, L 
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+ ge Bh 
Jiod that if high or low prices waro immaterial was it not algo the: ' ao 
Fs = ich or low wages make no aifforonco? We cannot consider pricea in ¢! Tong that . 
a iit have to deal with fluctuations ag thoy ocour. , bs ne a 
« 


"The attitude of the party to the 
Islington ssid that Le ag workers who are not socialists considor that tharo 
is somo transitional period betwoen capitaliam and socialism. We do not link 
up this idoa with the policies of the Communist party in discussion. Paddington 
replied that the wholo quoation had boon amply covered by articlua in the '5.5.7 
and by our speakers, 


Resolution - tout ca "That tho report of tho 44th E.C. bo adopted" 
ood. 


The Conference terminated at 5.30 p.m. 


(signed) C.C.Groves......General Socrotary. 


29th March 1948. 
ist day 60 dolegates representing 23 branches. 
end day 63 delegates representing 22 branchoa, 
Srd day 61 dalogatos roprosonting 23 branches. 


) 
' 


Eeclos and Bradford branohos wore not reprosonted during Conference. 


